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Bronx Students Have Back to School Shopping List Ready for Department of Education and School Construction Authority
(New York City) Students joined by Parents, Community Leaders and Elected Officials have a back to school list for the Department of Education (DoE) and School Construction Authority (SCA) that they will present at a press conference at City Hall at 1pm.  They want more schools for the Bronx in the 2010-2014 Capital plan. The SCA and DoE are currently drafting the next capital plan.   Our back to school shopping list includes:

· The restoration of the 1703 planned seats the Bronx cut from last years Capital
Budget Amendment

· 2,000 seats at the Kingsbridge Armory 

· A permanent home for the Leadership Institute with all of the necessary resources for successful students.  

In addition, students, parents, elected officials and community leaders want to see adequate physical education spaces, libraries, computer labs, science labs, and other specialty rooms.  In the Bronx, many students attend schools that are overcrowded or in inappropriate facilities. District 10 is the third most overcrowded in the entire city.  Bronx High Schools average 96% of capacity.  


"In light of the news that Deputy Mayor Walcott is convening a 'war room' to confront school overcrowding in District 2 in Manhattan, it's time for the City to address the critical situation in Norwood and Bedford Park in the Bronx.  We demand that the Mayor, Deputy Mayor Walcott and the Department of Education similarly muster their resources for schools like PS 56 that will open this fall 200% over-utilized.  We need the 1,703 Bronx seats that were eliminated in an amendment to the DOE's Capital Plan more than ever," says City Council Member Oliver Koppell
Overcrowding and "planning for failure" are limiting student achievement and graduation rates.  Though community leaders and elected officials have been calling for more schools in the Bronx, two studies came out in May supporting community claims.  The Borough President released a study which stated that 70% of Bronx Schools did not meet New York State physical education requirements.  Comptroller William C. Thompson Jr. found that elementary schools in nearly every district 10 neighborhood are over capacity.  
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