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Coalition



Every year The NWBCCC  honors our Leaders and 
Partners who inspire us with their commitment to Social 

Justice & Grassroots Leadership

The Astin JacoboAward for Faith in Organizing
Father  Thomas Lynch, Our Lady of Angels

The Anne Devenney Award for Community Leadership
Chermel Rosmond and Mirquia Capellan 

Presidentôs Award
Fordham University  

Youth Leadership Award
Adolfo Abreu & Natia Williams

HONORING
Benefactor of the Year Award

Citi Gorup

Ally of the Year Award
Ally of the year, Bronx Board of Business Agents and 

New York City Building Trades

Visioning Partner
New Visions



We wish to thank our Board Members

Teresa Andersen. President
Ronn Jordan, Vice President
Wendoly Marte, Treasurer
Myra Goggins
Margaret Groarke
Fr. Joseph Girone
Bishop Edwin Pierce
Desiree Pilgrim Hunter
Juan Antigua, The One
Adolfo Abreu
Ramona Santana
JattnaRamirez 



We wish to also thank our Dues Paying Institutions

Fordham Hill Co-op
Sistas & Brothas United
St. Nicholas of Tolentine 
Epiphany Lutheran
St. Simon Stock
Friends of the Oval
Our Lady of Angels
2720 GC Tenant Association
Fordham Manor Reformed Church
Fordham Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Mary Mitchell Center
New Day United Methodist Church 
University Heights Presbyterian Church 
Leadership Institute
Saint James Church
St. Martin of Tours
Our Savior Church
Southern Baptist Convention-TriState Area
Bronx Community College and HostosCommunity College ðCampus Ministry



And our Staff!

Laura Vazquez, Co-Director
Aleciah Anthony, Co-
Director
Fran Fuselli, WAP Director
Abigail Barrios, Comptroller
Mustafa Sullivan, SBU 
Director
Maria Fernandez, Academic 
Program Coordinator
CenanPirani, IT Director
LeninaNadal, Development 
and Comm. Manager

ZaidaSalaman, WAP Intake 

Officer
Ingrid Del Orbe, WAP Post 
Inspector
Bernie Smith, WAP Auditor
Marvin Marrero, WAP 
Energy Technician
Carl King, Assistant WAP 
Director
Rosa Quiros, Accounts 
Payable
Shawn "Smitty " Smith, Fiscal 
Clerk
Erastus Kilonzo, Accounts 
Receivable

Maria Fernandez, Academic 

Support Coordinator 
Orlando Torres, Housing 
Organizer
Ava Farkas, Armory 
Organizer
Hector Gerardo, Youth 
Organizer
Amanda Devecka-Rinear, 
Education Organizer
Abby Bellows, Northern
Region Organizer
Luz Milanes, CAPS
Coordinator



As we celebrate our 35 th anniversary, we want to recognize those who played a 

central role in creating and sustaining our organization. Back in the 1970s, 

seminarians and undergraduate students from Fordham University worked with 

local clergy and residents to stop the rapid decline of the Northwest Bronx 

community. Fordham has been an important partner in many affordable 

housing endeavors. And of course, Fordham University was key to the creation of 

the Leadership Institute, our small themed -based public high school, a child of 

Sistas and Brothas United, which will hold its first graduating class in June. As a 

result of Fordhamõs long-standing relationship to the NWBCCC and its institutional 

commitment to community organizing and community service, we continue to 

win on housing, immigration, education and economic development issues. 

Fordham University ð
Presidents Award



Natia Williams ðYouth Leadership Award 

Leadership Institute

Natia Williams , 18, a senior at the 
Leadership Institute High School 

(LIHS) has been organizing since 

her freshmen year at LIHS. Born 

and raised in the Bronx, she has 

been a core leader in the LIõs 

School Site campaign for the 

past four years. Natia has 

spoken in many meetings with 

prominent leaders and elected 

officials and has helped the 

school win many important 

improvements, including a new 

science lab and funds for new 

technology. Natia is the student 

government president and is 

looking forward to graduating in 

June.



Natia Williams ðYouth Leadership Award 

Leadership Institute



Adolfo Abreu is 16 years old, living with his single mother in the Northwest Bronx. He found 
Sistas and Brothas United when his cousin recommended the tutoring program for him 

when he was failing in school. Soon Adolfo decided to give something back to the 

community that gave him his education and a place to live. After trainings, workshops and 

agitation Adolfo emerged as a community leader. Now he organizes for youth 

participation in decisions around their schools, deescalating the violence in the schools 

and working on opening a community center at the Old Fordham Library. Adolfo hopes 

to become a journalist or writer as a way to mobilize the community and keep people 

active and in the loop to whatõs going on where they live.

We recognize Adolfo Abreu and Natia Williams as young people who are fighting for 

development initiatives that meet the needs of the youth. We recognize them today as 

outstanding examples of the leadership our young people are providing in making the 

Northwest Bronx a better place to live.

Adolfo Abreu ðYouth Leadership Award 

(Sistas & Brothas United) 



òLazyó is how 13-year-old Adolfo Abreu, 
the only child of a single mother in the 
northwest Bronx, describes himself, at 
least before he got involved in fighting 
for student rights.

òI was a kid who never cared about 
anything,ó he admitted. òI slacked off.ó
òI didnõt want to do this,ó Abreu 
admitted. He said he was nervous to go 
to his first protest and put off by all the 
prep work and strategizing beforehand. 
òBut I saw other kids progressing,ó he 
said. òI got jealous. I started doing more 
work. My laziness went away.ó

On the Urban Youth Collaborative 
October 18th 2006 Conference with 800 
Youth demanding a Student Rights Bill 

Adolfo at the age 13 leading a rally to City Hall at which 
we delivered 7,000 Postcards stating our demands!

The Villager
A student rights movement is born at 

Judson summit-By Barry Paddock  

Adolfo Abreu ðYouth Leadership Award 

(Sistas & Brothas United) 


