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PRESS RELEASE
For Thursday, October 2, 2008

BRONX RESIDENTS TELL RELATED “DON’T MAUL OUR COMMUNITY”
Kingsbridge Heights -- Local residents with the Kingsbridge Armory Redevelopment Alliance (KARA) testified today for a thorough study of the negative impacts Related’s plan could have on their community.

KARA is pressing for development that will benefit the community by providing recreation and community space and combating poverty in the area by employing local residents in union jobs that pay a living wage. 

Residents raised concerns that Related’s proposed plan to turn the Armory into a mall will cause excessive car and truck traffic, increasing the rates of asthma and force out neighborhood businesses through rising rents and competition from big box and chain stores. Local tenants said the situation could also prove dire if property value increases lead landlords to jack up the rents and the jobs in the mall do not pay enough for people to make ends meet. 

KARA raised concerns that the scope of Related’s study is severely limited. Related is proposing to limit the area of their study to a five-block radius around the building when the impacts will clearly be felt in the entire area. They also are trying to get away with a superficial look at the impact the project will have on residential rents when there is a need for a full study. In addition, KARA is calling on Related to disclose information about the wages and benefits for the jobs at the Armory and the impact that will have on the community.
# # #
About KARA

KARA is a coalition of community groups, churches and unions, including the Northwest Bronx Community and Clergy Coalition, the Retail, Wholesale and Department Store Union (RWDSU), SEIU Local 32 BJ, and the New York City Building Trades. KARA’s vision for the Armory includes four small schools seating 2,000 students next to the building, employment for local residents in construction, retail and more with permanent jobs that pay a living wage and have union protections and benefits, a state-of-the-art recreation center, and a diverse array of retail outlets.  KARA’s efforts have been endorsed by NYC Comptroller William C. Thompson, Rep. Jose E. Serrano, Bronx Borough President Adolfo Carrion, Assemblyman Jose Rivera, Council Member Maria Baez, Council Member G. Oliver Koppell, Council Member Annabel Palma, Council Member Helen Foster, and Council Member Maria del Carmen Arroyo.
